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Abstract. Zornia grandiflora Fort.-Perez & A. M. 
G. Azevedo (Leguminosae, Papilionoideae), a new 
species from Bahia and Pernambuco states in 
northeastern Brazil, is described and illustrated. The 

Mohlenbr. of subgenus Zornia J. F. Gmel. Zornia 
grandiflora is similar to Z. sericea Moric., sharing 
erect stems and ovate to elliptic bracteoles. It can be 

within Zornia sect. Anisophylla by the large standard 
(13-17 mm long). 

Resumo. Zornia grandiflora Fort.-Perez & A. M. G. 
Azevedo (Leguminosae, Papilionoideae), uma nova 
especie do nordeste do Brasil (estados da Bahia e 
Pernambuco), e descrita e ilustrada. Esta nova especie 
pertence a segao Anisophylla Mohlenbr. do subgenero 

idades com Z. sericea Moric., compartilhando os 
ramos eretos e as bracteolas ovais a elipticas; e pode 
ser separada desta e das outras especies de Zornia 

darte (13-17 mm comprimento). 

The genus Zornia J. F. Gmel. (Leguminosae, 
Papilionoideae) comprises about 75 to 80 species 
from the tropics and subtropics (Mohlenbrock, 1961; 
Rudd, 1981; Klitgaard & Lavin, 2005), and ca. 36 
species are estimated from Brazil. According to a 
molecular study carried out by Lavin et al. (2001), the 
genus has been included in the Adesmia DC. clade of 
tribe Dalbergieae s.l. 

Species of Zornia share several morphological 
characters: each flower is surrounded by a pair of 
peltate bracteoles similar to the stipules, the leaves 
are 2- or 4-foliolate, and the stems frequently are 
diffusely branched and woody at the base. The size 
and form of the bracteoles (bracts) are important 

section Anisophylla Mohlenbr. of subgenus Zornia, 
according to the classification proposed by Mohlen¬ 

brock (1961). The concept of the bracteoles used in 
this paper is in accordance with that of Tucker (1987), 
in which they are referred to as homologous to the 

According to Tucker (1987), the prophylls are 
opposite and paired in most dicotyledons and are 
the first products of the axillary vegetative apex. In 
Zornia, as well as other species of dalbergioid genera, 
each flower is subtended by a pair of bracteoles, with 
the flowers of Zornia sessile instead of pedicellate as 
in Ormocarpum P. Beauv. and Discolobium Benth. 
(Sciamarelli, 1994). 

revision of Zornia in Brazil, a new species was found, 
which is described and illustrated from herbarium 
specimens located at HUEFS, K, and PEUFR. 

Fort.-Perez & A. M. G. Azevedo (Fortuna-Perez & 
Tozzi, 2008). In contrast, the new taxon is known to 
occur only in northeastern Brazil. 

Zornia grandiflora Fort.-Perez & A. M. G. Azevedo, 
sp. nov. TYPE: Brazil. Pernambuco: Bufque, 
estrada para Catimbau, 10 July 1997, A. M. 
Frazdo et al. s.n. (holotype, HUEFS 38032; 
isotype, PEUFR 6809). Figure 1. 

usque ellipticas Zomiae sericeae Moric. similis, sed ab ea 

lomento 5- vel 6-articulato articulis ca. 2 mm longis differt. 

Subshrub ca. 0.7 m tall, stems erect, villous, 
punctate. Stipules 5-7 X 2-3 mm, lanceolate, peltate, 
punctate, glabrous; leaves with 2 leaflets, punctate; 
lower leaflets 15-40 X 5-25 mm, ovate to lanceolate, 

ciliate, abaxial surface senceous. adaxial surface 
sparsely sericeous; upper leaflets 10-40 X 5-15 mm, 
lanceolate, apex acute, mucronate, base obtusely 
asymmetrical, margin ciliate, abaxial surface seri- 

to 7-16 X 4-7 mm, ovate to elliptic, glabrous to 
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stipule. —C. Partial inflorescence with bracteoles and flowers. —D. Calyx. —E. Standard. —F. Wings. —G. Keel petals. 
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